
 
 

 

Our Ref: 16002 BDAR Waiver – Trinity Point, Morisset Park 17-12-2021 
Via:  email 
 
Date: 17 December 2021 

Attn: Bryan Garland 
Development Director 
Johnson Property Group 

Dear Bryan   

RE: BDAR WAIVER – TRINITY POINT, MORISSET PARK NSW 

MJD Environmental was engaged by Johnson Property Group to prepare a BDAR waiver for a State 
Significant Development tourism, hospitality and residential proposal at Lots 101 & 102 / DP1256630 
and Part Lot 32 DP1117408, 81-85 Trinity Point Rd, Morisset Park, NSW, hereafter referred to as the 
‘site’. Refer to Attachment 1.  

In order to satisfy Biodiversity Development Assessment (BDAR) waiver request information 
requirements, the results of the ecological appraisal have been presented below and compiled as per 
“Table 2: Impacts of the proposed development on biodiversity values” of Fact Sheet Biodiversity 
development assessment report waiver determinations for SSD and SSI applications (DPE 2018) – refer 
to Table 3. 

Admin 

Proponent  Johnson Property Group 

LGA Lake Macquarie Council 

Project ID SSD-27028161 

Person(s) completing 
Table 2 

MJD Environmental (Aust) Pty Ltd: 

Chris Spraggon (B.Sc. (Hons));  
Matt Doherty (BLMC, BAM Assessor BAAS17044) 

Site details 

Site Location Lots 101, 102 / DP1256630 & Part Lot 32 DP1117408, 81-85 Trinity Point Rd, 
Morisset Park, NSW  
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Description of Existing 
Development 

Currently the southern part of Lots 101 and 102 is fully cleared with the exception 
of a number of trees on the high point known as Bluff Point.  Currently the central 
part of Lots 101 and 102 is fully cleared with the exception of a small number of 
scattered trees for which clearing has prior approval. The northern part of the site 
has carparks, restaurant, sales centre and infrastructure for accessing the marina. 
The site benefits from an existing Concept Approval and individual approved 
Development Applications that authorise works including vegetation clearing and 
include works within Lot 32 (public foreshore reserve).   
 
Lot 32 is owned by Lake Macquarie City Council and managed under an adopted 
Plan of Management (POM) (Attachment 3). Parts of Lot 32 includes native 
vegetation and sits within ‘natural area’ management zones where existing 
vegetation is to be protected and enhanced and where various sensitive Aboriginal 
features exist close to the waters edge.  Select areas of Lot 32 identified as park 
for future embellishment. Two sections of park relevant to the SSD include: 

 a 3930m2 area of foreshore towards the north end of the site (labelled 
management area (B) in Council’s POM), which currently includes 
constructed pathways and connections to the on water marina, and approved 
works being pathway extensions before returning back into Lot 102 and 
dedicated stormwater drainage discharge point (within an existing easement 
for that purpose).  Future embellishment of this park by or on behalf of 
Council is anticipated by the Plan of Management.  

 a 883m2 area of land at Bluff Point adjoining Lot 102 (labelled part 
management area (D) in Councils POM).  Future embellishment of this park 
by or on behalf of Council is anticipated by the Plan of Management, and the 
concept approval and other documents identify it as an area that will form 
part of public embellishment amongst the trees for walking, pausing, passive 
recreation and heritage interpretation.  

 
Works outside the park category lands and in Lot 32 have been limited in approval 
to vegetation management actions to support the natural areas, and two lightweight 
viewing platforms with no vegetation removal within existing easements for that 
purpose.  
 
The Part 4 development consents have each legally and physically commenced. 
A description of the site approvals is presented in greater detail below in the 
BDAR waiver. 

Proposed development 

The proposed development is for a mixed-use tourist, hospitality and residential outcome with a capital 
investment value of more than $720m. Uses outlined in the scoping report include a 500 seat function centre, 
two 398 seat restaurant (plus provision for an additional 200 seats outdoors), 220 hotel rooms/suites and 218 
residential apartments. A key element of the proposed development is its design philosophy and approach 
with six buildings capped by hill shaped angled green roofs, with the incorporation of sustainable measures to 
be carbon neutral ready. 

The hotel component of the proposed development triggers State Significant Development under Clause 
13(2)(b) of Schedule 1 of State Environmental Planning Policy (State and Regional Development) 2011 
(SEPP SRD) given that it is located within a sensitive coastal location, and the CIV for this component 
exceeds the $10 million CIV threshold.  The related residential and hospitality components also form part of 
the State Significant Development.  A concept development application for the whole of site concept is being 
pursued and SEARs have been issued. 

Refer to Attachment 1 for Proposed Site Plan (subject to ongoing refinement) and information on the concept 
approved footprint to assist reviewing the supplied information. 
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The proposed concept is being further documented and resolved for the concept DA and EIS and in response 
to the SEARs requirements, community engagement and design evolution which directly require integration 
with Council’s Plan of Management and details of works on Council land.  The design evolution will include 
changes to scale of certain uses and spatial site planning. 

Of relevance to this letter, the proponent has advised that as it relates to Lot 32 (public foreshore reserve) 
and the development interface to that land and its ecological assets, it is their absolute intention that the 
concept DA as it evolves and is refined will:  

 be consistent with Council’s Plan of Management for Lot 32; 

 incorporate the same approved approach to siting of pedestrian pathways and location of transition of 
that path back into the development site to avoid and protect existing foreshore reserve vegetation (which 
was subject to arborist review) and sensitive areas, as agreed in the other Concept Approval and its 
related development consents; 

 incorporate the same approved approach to incorporating vegetation management over parts of Lot 32 
and as per the approved Vegetation Management Plan, as agreed in the other Concept Approval and its 
related development consents; and 

 incorporate the same approved approach to stormwater management and landscaping strategies as they 
interface to Lot 32 and its ecological assets, by utilising approved site discharge points (in existing 
easements), not concentrate stormwater flows elsewhere along Lot 32 and careful selection of landscape 
species at the immediate interface to Lot 32 natural areas.  

It would be reasonable for those intentions to be conditional to any BDAR waiver if granted.  Given the intention 
to transfer and integrate these components into the new Concept SSD DA, additional information is provided 
below relating to those approvals, to assist background context and what has development consent to be 
disturbed, and to support our rationale that in the circumstances of the site and proposed SSD, a BDAR waiver 
is supported.  

Existing Approvals  

Concept Approval: 

A Concept Approval over the site (MP 06_0309) provides for development of the site for a 188 berth marina, 
a helipad (on water and attached to marina), a 300 seat function centre, 340 seat restaurant/dining, 157 
residential apartments and 158 tourist accommodations (65 room hotel and balance as serviced apartments), 
and associated works including pedestrian path, access and parking, stormwater management, earthworks 
and landscaping.  The Concept Approval extends over Lots 101 and 102 and also Lot 32, the public reserve.   
Attachment 5 incudes the approved Concept Plan summary figure. As it relates to Lot 32, the concept 
approval identified: 

 public pathways constructed in parts of reserve (and then transitioning back in the development site to 
follow topography and protect foreshore vegetation and separation to Aboriginal sites); 

 specific stormwater management strategies (within Lots 101 and 102 and to collect and discharge 
stormwater at approved location through Lot 32 (into existing easements) and not provide concentrated 
flows otherwise to protected foreshore vegetation);  

 opportunities for light weight sensitive viewing platforms (with no vegetation loss and in existing 
easements); 

 vegetation management (for protection and enhancement and also to assist control public access away 
from vegetation management areas and sensitive Aboriginal features observed on the waters edge). 

The concept approval also includes landscaping strategy that includes no use of exotic species within 20m of 
the natural areas of the foreshore reserve.    

Refer to Attachment 10 showing approximate boundaries of approvals over the Trinity Point site to assist in 
appreciation of site context.  
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to provide the same level of vegetation management for improvement and conservation of the remnant 
lakeside vegetation. In addition to the VMP, Council has developed and adopted a Foreshore Plan of 
Management (provided as Attachment 3). 

Other Development Consents independent of Concept Approval:  

In addition to above, the site benefits from approval to operate a temporary restaurant (DA 1494/2018).  This 
sits within the footprint of the otherwise approved development and has limited relevant to the BDAR waiver. 

Ecological appraisal 
The scope of this appraisal is to investigate ecological matters for consideration with regard to the SSD 
proposal outlined above. This ecological appraisal aims to identify matters potentially applicable to the site 
under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act). The following ecological advice was informed by 
desktop research and previous site inspections to confirm the site and its ecological characteristics. Additional 
ecological data relevant to the site was informed by the approved Vegetation Management Plan (RPS 2016, 
Refer to Attachment 2) and Council’s Plan of Management (Attachment 3). 

The investigation identified the following ecological matters for consideration: 

 The site is broadly cleared, with the exotic open pasture regularly managed and maintained. Areas of 
bare soil persist where previous building removal took place.  

 The limited extant native vegetation within the new proposed construction footprint has existing approval 
to be removed specifically as follows: 

o Small cluster of trees are approved to be removed under a temporary carpark to support the 
tourist and hospitality initial consent (LMCC DA 1731/2014) and separately also under the 
accommodation consent (LMCC DA 496/2015). Note these trees are located below Building 
C in Attachment 4. The development has legally commenced, and approved tree clearing 
can be acted upon.  

o A single isolated Melaleuca bracteata (Black Tea-tree) tree, shown on Attachment 4 next to 
the label ‘Lot 31’, while not having any existing approval coverage for physical works, was 
anticipated as being removed to accommodate the ultimate concept approval (extract from 
MP 06/0309/ MOD 5 shown on Attachment 5). This tree would be removed as a result of the 
new proposal for which this BDAR waiver is being prepared for. This tree is also noted as 
tree A on Attachment 6. 

 Eight (8) Vegetation Communities exist adjacent to the development site (within Lot 32) along the 
lakefront, including Threatened Ecological Communities, however these areas are covered by an 
approved Vegetation Management Plan for the ongoing improvement and conservation of these 
communities, and no increased indirect impact from the development is anticipated. The VMP applies 
only to the Council Foreshore land that is identified as part of the site but only for the purposes of 
undertaking approved vegetation management works or for installing approved stormwater infrastructure 
(in existing easements) or provision of approved public footpath works (without any vegetation clearing). 

 Based on review of arboricultural assessment (Attachment 6), the 

o proposal footprint encroaches on the Tree Protection Zone of two (2) Ficus rubiginosa (Port 
Jackson Fig) in Fair to Average structural condition and health, and upon the Structural Root 
Zone of one of same. These trees (number 153 and 155) may be removed to prevent risk of 
failure. For the purposes of this BDAR waiver, they are considered to be removed.  

o will remove two (2) Mangifera indica cv. (Mango Tree) in poor health, outside of the 
construction footprint of the new proposal. 

 The understorey of the vegetation occurring within the Lot boundary (excluding the public reserve lot as 
described above) is well-managed, with the canopy comprising a mixture of non-indigenous, native and 
exotic species. Therefore, no native vegetation community association has been assigned.  

 The site contains primarily regularly managed exotic open pasture, existing concrete/sealed carparks, 
buildings, and walkways.  No areas of connecting vegetation occur.  Connectivity exists outside of the 
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Attachment 1 - Early Concept Site Plan (Scoping only)  
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Attachment 2 - Vegetation Management Plan (RPS 2015) 
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1.0 Introduction 
RPS has been engaged by Johnson Property Group (JPG) to prepare a Vegetation Management Plan 
(VMP) in Council foreshore reserve land known as part Lot 32 and Lot 34 DP 1117408, associated with the 
proposed Marina and Mixed Use Development at 71 Trinity Point Drive (Lot 31 DP 1117408), Morisset Park 
and in the waters of Bardens Bay, Lake Macquarie hereafter referred to as the ‘site’ (Figure 1).  Initial 
versions of the VMP have been submitted to LMCC with Development Applications relating to the proposal, 
with a version applying to a Northern VMA area approved as part of Stage 1 marina (DA1503/2014). This 
VMP has been updated to apply to the whole of site in response to Condition 9A of MOD 5 for MP06_0309. 
As such this VMP supersedes the previous versions, but as it relates to DA 1503/2014, does not reduce the 
vegetation management commitments.  

The site is located on the Morisset Peninsula within the Lake Macquarie Local Government Area. The 
primary development site (Lot 31) is largely devoid of native vegetation and does not require vegetation 
management (with cultural tree plantings at Bluff Point forming part of future site landscape maintenance). 
The foreshore reserve is currently identified by LMCC as ‘Park’ (Lot 34) and ‘Natural Area’ (Lot 32) and 
currently contains mangrove, saltmarsh and Casuarina open forest (primarily in the western and northern 
part of the foreshore, and returning partly around the eastern area of the foreshore) followed by disturbed 
remnant Red Gum Rough-barked Apple Forest. The VMP applies to that part of Lot 32 which directly adjoins 
and interacts with the concept approval site (i.e. excludes those parts which directly adjoin the separate 
Trinity Point residential estate which is subject to separate approvals). Formerly the site was used as the St. 
John of God Training Centre and contained training centre buildings, associated facilities, open space, 
pasture and vacant lands.  The training centre buildings and facilities have since been demolished. 

1.1 Description of Proposal 

The concept approval encompasses the construction and operation of a staged 188 berth marina, tourism 
and hospitality buildings (including hotel accommodation, restaurant and function centre) and 8 
accommodation buildings on a basement podium, inclusive of access, pathways, stormwater management, 
utility and landscaping and vegetation management. The concept approved development is progressing in 
stages, with each stage subject to a specific development application and approval.  Similarly, it is intended 
for the Vegetation Management Plan to also be staged to reflect the development staging.  Stage 1 Marina 
(94 berth marina) has been approved (DA 1503/2014).   

The overall concept approval site plan (indicative outcome) and Concept Landscape Plan(s) are contained in 
Appendix 1. 

In addition to vegetation management actions, the concept approval and development approvals and 
proposals also facilitates use of parts of the Council foreshore land including but not limited to marina 
infrastructure, shared pathways, viewing platforms, stormwater, landscaping and heritage interpretation.  

1.2 Aims and Objectives 

The aim of this VMP is to ensure that important vegetation attributes of the site are properly protected, 
managed, maintained and enhanced, commensurate with impact management by the proposed 
development. 

More specifically, the objectives of the VMP are to: 

 Assess the vegetation management issues relating to the site; 

 Preserve, protect and restore native vegetation that is reasonably representative of the natural ecotone; 
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 Identify potential threats to existing vegetation during construction and describe mitigation strategies to 
address these threats;  

 Specify appropriate measures for the regeneration of any remnant bushland and mangrove/saltmarsh 
areas; 

 Identify the appropriate timing of works including site preparation, planting, weed management and also 
providing a schedule of works; 

 Identify any long term financial commitments to any proposed conservation measures, including any 
mechanisms to be implemented to achieve this and costings; 

 Identify and assign responsibilities for ongoing management actions over a minimum 2 year period; and 

 Ensure that the project is planned, designed and implemented by informed capable contractors in order to 
avoid harm to the quality, stability and natural functions of remnant bushland and mangrove/saltmarsh 
areas.  
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2.0 Ecological Context of the Site 
A review of the previous ecological reporting was undertaken to determine the key factors for consideration 
in preparation of this VMP, including: 

 Harper Somers O’Sullivan (2008) Terrestrial Ecological Assessment for Concept Plan Approval for 
Proposed Marina and Mixed use Development at Trinity Point, NSW.  

 Recent surveys undertaken by RPS (August 2014). 

2.1.1 Harper Somers O’Sullivan 2008 

FLORA 

A total of 144 flora species were identified during the survey period within the assessment subject site and 
study area (refer to Figure 1-2 in HSO 2008).  Eight vegetation communities were found within the 
assessment study area.  The majority of the subject site was cleared comprising an exotic open pasture 
while the remaining vegetation communities mapped were remnant or planted vegetation.  The eight 
vegetation communities included: 

 Avicennia marina Open Forest 

 Casuarina glauca Open Forest – EEC (Swamp Oak Floodplain Forest) 

 Eucalyptus tereticornis/Angophora floribunda Open Forest – EEC (River-flat Eucalypt Forest on Coastal 
Floodplains) 

 Juncus kraussii Saltmarsh – EEC (Coastal Saltmarsh) 

 Sarcocornia quinqueflora Saltmarsh – EEC (Coastal Saltmarsh) 

 Sporobolus virginicus/ Sarcocornia quinqueflora Saltmarsh – EEC (Coastal Saltmarsh) 

 Planted non-indigenous trees and shrubs 

 Open Pasture 

FAUNA 

The only terrestrial mammals recorded within the assessment study area during the site inspection, 
consisted of introduced pest species including rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculus) and dogs (Canis familiaris). 

Microchirpoteran species recorded during surveys included: 

 Chocolate Wattled Bat (Chalinolobus morio); 

 Large-footed Myotis (Myotis macropus); 

 Long-eared Bat (Nyctophilus sp.); 

 Eastern Forest Bat (Vespadelus pumilis);  

 Eastern Freetail bat (Mormopterus norfolkensis); and 

 Little Forest Bat (Vespadelus vulturnus).  

Of these species, two are listed as Vulnerable under the NSW TSC Act 1995, namely the Eastern Freetail 
Bat (Mormopterus norfolkensis) and the Large-footed Myotis (Myotis macropus).   
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2.1.2 RPS 2014 

Flora surveys were undertaken in August 2014 to ground truth the vegetation community delineation present 
on site via a differential GPS of all vegetation community boundaries. The following vegetation communities 
were found to be present on site: 

 Avicennia marina Open Forest; 

 Casuarina glauca Open Forest EEC (Swamp Oak Floodplain Forest); 

 Casuarina glauca Open Forest (no understorey); 

 Casuarina glauca Open Forest – Saltmarsh Understorey; 

 Dense Lantana camara patch;  

 Eucalyptus tereticornis, Angophora floribunda Open Forest (no understorey); 

 Juncus kraussii Saltmarsh – EEC (Coastal Saltmarsh) 

 Juvenile Casuarina glauca patch; 

 Sarcocornia quinqueflora Saltmarsh - EEC (Coastal Saltmarsh); and 

 Sporobolus virginicus/ Sarcocornia quinqueflora Saltmarsh – EEC (Coastal Saltmarsh). 

Figure 2 displays the revised vegetation mapping for the site northern and north-eastern site area coupled 
with the previous mapping.  
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2.1.2.2 Overall Biodiversity Value 

The majority of the site is cleared due to previous activities carried out on site, with native vegetation 
occurring around the site’s edges (see Plate 1). 

As described by HSO (2008) fauna habitat within the site was found to be limited to remnant trees and 
riparian vegetation.  Winter flowering tree species recorded within the subject site include Forest Red Gum 
(Eucalyptus tereticornis), which may provide foraging resources for nectivorous bird and mammal species.  
Additionally, figs (Ficus sp.) located within the southern portion of the subject site are likely to provide some 
foraging habitat for frugivorous species such as the Grey-headed Flying Fox (Pteropus poliocephalus). 

No hollow-bearing trees were recorded within the subject site or the study area during previous surveys.  The 
HSO 2001 survey previously identified hollow-bearing trees, and these trees occurred outside the subject 
site and study area.  During the recent site inspection, three mature Forest Red Gums (E. tereticornis) that 
would represent foraging habitat for a number of fauna species were recorded within the central portion of 
the Concept approval footprint. A further two Forest Red Gums (E. tereticornis) occur on the eastern 
foreshore and will be retained as part of the Marina Stage 1 approval.  

The site consists largely of predominantly exotic grassland with scattered trees that offered little shelter for 
small mammals and reptiles.  Some of the foreshore areas of Lake Macquarie contain shelter for small 
mammals and reptiles in the form of fallen timber, rocks or leaf litter. The absence of understorey species 
across most of the subject site would deter many fauna species. 

 
Plate 1 Cleared areas and scattered trees across the site 

2.1.2.3 Habitat Connectivity 

The site is situated on the tip of the Morisset peninsula and as such terrestrial connectivity exists only to the 
west from the site.  However, the site is largely cleared, so current connectivity is limited.  Riparian 
vegetation with disturbed remnant understorey along the northern boundary of the site does provide some 
connectivity to vegetation to the west.  Some tentative connectivity does remain between remnant canopy 
within the site and vegetation to the west; however, approved residential development at Morisset Park 
further limits the functionality of this tenuous link. 

This tenuous link will remain in its current form post development, with enhanced connectivity occurring as a 
result of proposed landscaping on site that will improve the current state of the vegetation. The northern area 
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around the unnamed bay is mapped as a ‘corridor narrowed to less than 200 metres in width’ under the Lake 
Macquarie Native Vegetation and Corridors Mapping (2011b). Thus, this action supports the Lake Macquarie 
Native Vegetation and Corridors Mapping (2011b) and contributes to the movement and viability of flora and 
fauna in the Lake Macquarie Local Government Area.  
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3.0 Management Actions 

3.1 Vegetation Management Areas 

The site has been divided into three VMA’s and two deferred future park areas subject to a Plan of 
Management under preparation by LMCC. Refer to Figure 3 depicting the VMA and deferred areas.  

Northern VMA  

The Northern VMA is 6508m2 (approx) in area and includes an approved footpath with construction corridor 
landscaping and drainage. This area is primarily classified as ‘Natural Area’ by LMCC and will be 
rehabilitated with assisted revegetation of pasture areas, restoration of remnant vegetation and maintenance 
into the future, as defined within this VMP. The extent of rehabilitation will encompass weed management, 
site preparation, and infill planting to establish a native ground cover across the VMA, which over time will 
increase ecosystem resilience and reduce maintenance load. As discussed in section 1.5.2 an area of 
Casuarina Open Forest will be restored within the Northern VMA to offset the vegetation removal in order to 
establish a pathway and raised boardwalk traversing this area (Figure 3). Furthermore, replanting of two 
Casuarina glauca referred to as Trees 11 and 12 in the Arborist report (Terras Rev b 27/07/2015) informing 
LMCC DA/1731/2014 will occur in this VMA. The small area of VMA existing between (south) the pathway/ 
boardwalk and development interface (Road and access way) currently existing as pasture shall be 
managed as a landscaped edge with native species and mulching.  

Note the area of the Northern VMA has been expanded around the north-eastern foreshore tip of the land to 
extend through to the proposed edge of the ‘Natural Area’ classification proposed by LMCC under draft PoM 
under their preparation.  

The Northern VMA works and maintenance will be implemented as part of approved DA 1503/2014. 

Eastern VMA  

The Eastern VMA is 2992m2 (approx) in area including easements for viewing platforms. This area is 
classified ‘Natural Area’ by LMCC and will be restored with assisted revegetation and maintenance into the 
future. The extent of natural restoration will encompass weed management and establishment of mass 
planting to achieve native groundcover. With the altered land management, natural recruitment of the canopy 
species Eucalyptus tereticornis (Red Gum) is expected to occur to maintain canopy cover into the future as 
existing mature trees senesce and ultimately fail or die. In accordance with section 1.5.2, three Eucalyptus 
tereticornis will be replanted in the Eastern VMA to compensate for the removal of three mature Red Gums 
as indicated on the Terras Landscape Plan dated March 2015 and Squillace Site Plan dated March 2014 
informing LMCC DA/496/2015. Mass planting of suitable groundcover species will be established for 2 
metres around the viewing platforms to control access and manage potential for erosion arising from 
unsolicited access around the viewing platform edges.  

Refer to Appendix 1 for plans showing a Landscape concept, which includes the Eastern VMA.  

The Eastern VMA works and maintenance will be implemented as part of DA 496/2015 once approved. 

South-eastern VMA  

The South-eastern VMA is 3296m2 (approx) in area including easements for viewing platforms (noting that 
viewing platform not currently proposed in southern most easement. This area is classified ‘Natural Area’ by 
LMCC and will be restored with assisted revegetation and maintenance into the future. The South-eastern 
VMA has been divided into three zones as follows: 
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Zone 1 (1030m2) – Area extending southward from the Eastern VMA to the change in topography associated 
with the southern bluff.  

Zone 2 (1183m2) – Area extending above the southern bluff escarpment to the full extent of the South-
eastern VMA.  

Zone 3 (1083m2) – The southern bluff escarpment and rock shelf including foreshore area below.  

The extent of natural restoration in each zone will encompass the following: 

Zone 1 – Weed management and mass planting to achieve native groundcover. With the altered land 
management, natural recruitment of the canopy species Eucalyptus tereticornis (Red Gum) is expected to 
occur to maintain canopy cover into the future as existing mature trees senesce and ultimately fail or die.  

Zone 2 – A greater emphasis on natural rehabilitation will occur in this area. Physical works where required 
will encompass weed management, mulching and lower density ground cover revegetation. With the altered 
land management, natural recruitment of canopy species is expected to occur to maintain canopy cover into 
the future as existing mature trees senesce and ultimately fail or die. The species selection in this area will 
have a greater focus on shrub and clumping species (e.g. Lomandra longifolia).  

Zone 3 – Given this area is escarpment and rock shelf area, physical works will be limited to weed 
management only. There is no revegetation proposed.  

The VMA also contains an area of Cultural Heritage Significance, being a registered and exposed Aboriginal 
midden site that requires protection and management into the future. In response to Archaeological 
Assessment (Insite 2008) coupled with MOD 5 approval, restoration around this area will be achieved in a 
sensitive manner to limit the likelihood of disturbance with due reference to the site Cultural Heritage 
Management Plan (CHMP). All contractors will be made aware of the midden site and appropriate controls 
will be established via a works plan or similar method statement for the immediately surrounding area.  This 
may include protective measures to the exposed midden area (such as stabilising top by geofabric) if agreed 
by the registered Aboriginal parties, as well as specific weed removal or planting techniques. Refer to 
Appendix 1 for plans showing a Landscape concept.  

The South-Eastern VMA works and maintenance will be implemented as part of future DA for the remaining 
part of the site, and in conjunction with development works on that adjoining part of the development site 
including at Bluff Point.  
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Deferred Areas 

There are two deferred areas as follows: 

 Area 1 (approx 3934m2) – generally adjacent to the Marina, Hotel and Restaurant  

 Area 2 (approx 884m2) – on the bluff at the south-eastern corner of Lot 31 

These areas have been identified by LMCC as part of a draft site specific Plan of Management that is under 
preparation as suitable as park and will be managed for public recreation consistent with its land use zoning. 
On this basis, any future vegetation management in these areas is intended to be limited to landscaping only 
to embellish the Parkland, as opposed to an ecological natural area as intended appropriately elsewhere 
around the foreshore. This VMP will be updated following adoption of a Plan of Management by LMCC for 
the Foreshore Park Areas and in accordance with Condition 9A(b).  
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3.2 Weed Management 

Weed removal shall target any species likely to significantly invade retained bushland, prevent natural 
regeneration, or impede native seedling growth. During the initial primary weed control phase, priority shall 
be given to significant infestations of species listed as Weeds of National Significance (WoNS) and Noxious 
Weeds. Weed removal techniques should be appropriate to the weed type, growth form, ecology, and to the 
existing VMA conditions. Wherever possible, weed removal should be carried out prior to annual seed set. 

It is not possible to remove a weed from a site on a single occasion, as many weeds have a persistent 
seedbank that can remain viable for long periods of time. Seeds will germinate rapidly after the parent plant 
has been removed due to increases in light and habitat availability. Therefore, a secondary consolidation 
phase of weed control will be undertaken which will involve control of minor infestations and revisiting the 
primary control phase sites for follow-up weeding, as cleared areas containing even moderately disturbed 
soil are highly conducive to weed invasion. This is likely to consist of spraying with herbicide (in areas not in 
the vicinity of a water body) or removal by hand, as any weeds present will be small and easily eradicated. At 
the completion of this stage, there should be minimal weeds remaining. To ensure this remains the case, 
preventative measures and an ongoing maintenance phase control program will be undertaken. 

Minimising or active control of the spread of weeds as part of an integrated strategy will ameliorate the 
movement of weeds within the VMAs and surrounds. Those weeds that bypass these strategies or naturally 
disperse into the VMAs will be controlled as part of the maintenance phase. 

3.2.1 Weed Infestations 

Although there were few weed infestations throughout the VMAs, some areas contain weed thickets that 
require more attention than other areas. The following species have been identified as occurring within site 
and are targeted for removal if they occur within the VMAs: 

 Lantana camara (Lantana); 

 Cinnamomum camphora (Camphor Laurel); 

 Verbena bonariensis (Purple Top); 

 Rubus fruticosus (Blackberry); 

 Cynodon dactylon (Common Couch); 

 Pennisetum clandestinum (Kikuyu); 

 Ligustrum lucidum (Broad-leaved Privet);  

 Ageratina adenophora (Crofton Weed) (C4); and 

 Ligustrum sinense (Small-leaved Privet). 

3.2.2 Weeds of National Significance  

Weeds of National Significance (WoNS) are the highest priority species targeted for sustained nationally 
coordinated action under the Australian Weeds Strategy. This strategy provides for national management to 
eradicate WoNS species from parts of the country where Australia’s productive capacity & natural 
ecosystems are affected. 

Each WoNS has a strategic plan that outlines strategies and an action required to control the weed, and 
identifies those responsible for each action. Individual landowners and managers are ultimately responsible 
for managing WoNS species. State and territory governments are responsible for overall legislation and 
administration. 
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WoNS identified on site include: 

 Lantana camara (Lantana); and 

 Rubus fruticosus (Blackberry). 

3.2.3 Listed Noxious Weeds 

The NSW Department of Industry & Investment under the Noxious Weeds Act 1993 (NW Act) lists Noxious 
Weed declarations for all Local Government Areas. Similarly to WoNS, these weeds must be identified for 
the locality and considered under the weed management activities carried out within the VMAs. 

3.2.3.1 Weed control classes 

The following weed control classes may be applied to a plant by a weed control order: 

(1) Class 1 - State Prohibited Weeds. 

(2) Class 2 - Regionally Prohibited Weeds. 

(3) Class 3 - Regionally Controlled Weeds. 

(4) Class 4 - Locally Controlled Weeds. 

(5) Class 5 - Restricted Plants. 

The characteristics of each class are as follows: 

(a) Class 1 noxious weeds are plants that pose a potentially serious threat to primary production or the 
environment and are not present in the State or are present only to a limited extent. 

(b) Class 2 noxious weeds are plants that pose a potentially serious threat to primary production or the 
environment of a region to which the order applies and are not present in the region or are present 
only to a limited extent. 

(c) Class 3 noxious weeds are plants that pose a serious threat to primary production or the environment 
of an area to which the order applies, are not widely distributed in the area and are likely to spread in 
the area or to another area. 

(d) Class 4 noxious weeds are plants that pose a threat to primary production, the environment or human 
health, are widely distributed in an area to which the order applies and are likely to spread in the area 
or to another area. 

(e) Class 5 noxious weeds are plants that are likely, by their sale or the sale of their seeds or movement 
within the State or an area of the State, to spread in the State or outside the State. 

Noxious weed declarations for Lake Macquarie City Council identified on site include: 

 Ageratina adenophora (Crofton Weed) (C4) 

 Lantana camara (Lantana) (C5) 

 Rubus fruticosus (Blackberry) (C4) 

Source: http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/noxweed/noxious-app-
application?sq content src=%2BdXJsPWh0dHAlM0ElMkYlMkZ3ZWVkcy5kcGkubnN3Lmdvdi5hdSUyRndlZWRzUHVibGljJTJGQ291b
mNpbCUyRkRldGFpbHMlMkY2NiZhbGw9MQ%3D%3D  

3.2.4 Weed Control Methods 

Weed control requires an integrated approach and a single method of treatment should not be relied upon. 
Bush regeneration principles (Bradley 2006) designed for use in bushland settings, in combination with 
designated plantings should be employed. The systematic removal of weeds will allow native plants to 
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establish themselves naturally (Buchanan 1989) in designated regeneration areas (non revegetation areas). 
Furthermore, the retained vegetation will be managed as part of a long-term maintenance program (5 years). 

The Bradley Method of bush regeneration employs four basic principles: 

(1) Work outwards from good bush areas towards areas of weed; 

(2) Make minimal disturbance to the environment; 

(3) Weed control will involve primary, consolidation and long term maintenance; and 

(4) Do not over-clear; where possible let native plant regeneration dictate the rate of weed removal. 

Manual removal of herbaceous weeds, regrowth and seedlings is preferred where possible, with minimal 
disturbance to soil stability and existing native species, and where relevant minimal disturbance to nearby 
protected known Aboriginal sites (such as the midden). In instances where warranted and at the discretion of 
the contractor, mechanised methods can be implemented to compliment hand augmented methods. 
Ecologically sensitive areas where weeds are removed manually should be stabilised or planted by the end 
of each working day. Removal work will be undertaken outside the seeding period of weeds, especially those 
weeds that produce large quantities of seed. If any work is undertaken within flowering periods, seed will be 
collected, bagged and disposed of off-site, ensuring that no seed remains. 

Table 5 outlines recommended weed management actions and approximate project timing.   

3.2.5 Use of Herbicides  

Chemical removal is only considered appropriate for larger weeds and areas of large infestation or in areas 
containing few natives. In regards to larger woody weed species and infestations, felling and digging up the 
roots can be dangerous, expensive, time consuming and could potentially increase erosion. Where practical 
the application of herbicides should only be carried out by qualified personnel and the use of chemicals 
should be kept to a minimum. Care should also be taken when implementing chemical spraying techniques 
near waterways and environmentally sensitive areas.  

The use of more environmentally-friendly herbicides such as “Roundup Biactive ®” or similar should be used 
when working within or adjacent to riparian areas such as the mangroves and saltmarsh areas. Herbicides 
should not be applied immediately prior to rain occurring. This reduces the effectiveness of the herbicide and 
poses the risk that the herbicide could be transported by runoff into local waterways. 

An advantage of herbicide use is the shorter time it takes to spray weeds as compared to physically 
removing them, particularly for large infestations of weeds.  

The use of herbicides should be considered when: 

 There are small areas of dense weeds with few or no native plants to protect; 

 There are large areas of weeds; and 

 The weeds are growing too rapidly for physical removal.  

It is important to plan herbicide control of target species according to a weeding calendar that recognises the 
weed's life form and seasonality (i.e. flowering, fruiting and seed set).  

The success of each treatment must be evaluated by the operator after a set period of time and re-applied (if 
necessary) according to the labelled effectiveness for each herbicide. The herbicide of choice for bush 
regeneration work is a bioactive type Glyphosate. 

Herbicide application shall be limited to the following techniques. Always remember to read the product label 
and any relevant permit before using any herbicide. 
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 Cut-stump and poison (cut and dab); 

 Stem injection; 

 Stem-scrape or frilling and poison; 

 Basal bark painting; and 

 Selective spot-spraying. 

3.3 Revegetation  

Revegetation will occur within the VMAs in accordance with Section 3.1 to assist in overall rehabilitation. The 
reliance on revegetation as part of the restoration process will be at the discretion of the contractor as guided 
by this VMP and detailed landscape concepts to be prepared for future CC’s under the staged DA approach 
to be adopted on site.  

3.3.1 Plant Stock 

Naturally occurring remnant vegetation, preferably from the site or local area, is the best source of seed 
and/or vegetative material for revegetation. Generally these plants will have evolved to suit local 
environmental conditions and have a desirably broad genetic base.   

Ecologically and genetically, local seed complements other flora and fauna in the area, and poses the least 
potential threat of genetic contamination (Mortlock 1998). At worst, seed or tubestock material should ideally 
be sourced from the Lake Macquarie LGA or the Lower Hunter if local provenance stock cannot be sourced. 
Using locally derived species will also aid in the preservation of local vegetation communities. If sourcing 
seed from remnant vegetation is not possible, a local nursery that grow native tube-stock and advanced 
plants suitable for the Lake Macquarie area should be consulted. 

3.3.2 Planting Selection 

Re-planting will be undertaken by a suitably experienced contractor who will be able to assess the site and 
develop a site specific approach. Where possible planting should occur in the cooler months (April to 
September) or prior to spring to allow for plants to become acclimatised to the site before drier conditions 
occur over summer. Densities of plants should vary based on their growth form (and as consistent with the 
relevant VMA) and approximate planting densities are included in Table 2. In this manner the planting 
densities will achieve a stems per hectare outcome. It’s important to state that Table 2 provides species 
selection and densities for the contractor where revegetation is to be undertaken, however revegetation is 
one facet of an integrated rehabilitation approach (refer to Section 1.4 Definitions).  

Note the plant selection below has been taken from the EEC determinations for Swamp Oak Floodplain 
Forest and River-flat Eucalypt Forest on Coastal Floodplains. All canopy species are anticipated to be 
available locally, however a representation of groundcover species will be sourced locally to emulate the 
EEC species list based on availability.  
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3.3.3 Establishment 

The most important factors for plant establishment are: 

 The surrounding soil is moist at the time of planting; Mulch is one of several methods that are a safe and 
effective way of ameliorating soil conditions.  It helps control soil water loss, soil temperature fluctuations 
and weed invasion (Buchanan 1989). Note broadscale mulching is not suggested in this instance across 
the VMAs, however may be appropriate at the revegetation site or areas of mass planting; 

 Sufficient rain occurs and / or watering is provided in the following months; and 

 The plants are free of weed competition. Weeds around planted vegetation shall be controlled during 
regular associated maintenance works. 

3.3.4 Fertilisers 

The use of fertilisers is an option within the VMAs to assist revegetation. Care should be taken to prevent 
runoff containing fertilisers from entering native regeneration (naturally germinated), rehabilitation (planted) 
areas and riparian/aquatic zones.  Given that locally occurring native species will be planted, the use of 
fertiliser during planting works is optional. Pellet forms of fertiliser with low levels of Phosphorus are 
preferable for use within native rehabilitation (planting) areas if fertilising is deemed necessary by the 
Contractor. 

3.4 Mulching 

Mulching is optional throughout the VMAs as it enhances survival rates of replanted plants whilst offering 
stabilisation of soils and suppression of weeds. Mulching will be undertaken using weed free leaf and 
woodchip mulch at the discretion of the regeneration contractor following site civil works and establishment / 
preparation.  

All mulch shall be free of contaminants such as seeds and propagules of weeds.  Avoid the use of pine 
mulch as the acidity level is not suitable for the native vegetation being used. Mulch will be established to a 
minimum depth of 75mm prior to planting. Mulch has been shown to increase the survival rate of plants in 
soils with poor water holding ability (including the sandy soil that occurs on the site) however mulching will 
limit the likelihood of natural regeneration. Where possible mulch should be sourced from local landscape 
centres. 

Care must be taken with mulch application to ensure that there is no impact to or cover over areas of Coastal 
Salt-marsh. 

Table 5 outlines recommended mulching actions and approximate project timing.   

3.5 Tree Guards and Fencing 

Fencing during the construction phase for the Northern VMA will be in accordance the Royal Haskoning 
engineering plans (refer to 8A0319-Civ-DA-007 September 2014) whilst the fencing for the Eastern VMA will 
be in accordance with engineering plans by ADWJ (refer to 37429(3)-CENG-010(A)), or most current version 
of engineering plans at the time of construction that relates to each VMA. Fencing for the South-eastern VMA 
will be in accordance with the approved plans prepared at the time of Development Application and/or as 
revised for Construction Certificate. 

In all parts of the site, tree protection measures for existing trees shall be implemented in accordance with 
Australian Standards 4970-2009 ‘Protection Of Trees On Development Sites’ before the commencement of 
site works, including driveways and services, filling and excavation as required by the contractor.  
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Table 5 outlines recommended fencing actions and approximate project timing.   

3.6 Erosion Control and Stabilisation Works 

All removal and rehabilitation works for the Northern VMA will be undertaken in accordance with the Erosion 
and Sediment Control Plan included within the overall engineering package (refer to 8A0319-Civ-DA-007 
Royal Haskoning September 2014) or most current version of engineering plans at the time of construction. 
Erosion and sedimentation works for the Eastern VMA will be in accordance with the ADWJ Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plan (refer to 37429(3)-CENG-010(A)) or most current version of engineering plans at the 
time of construction. Erosion and sedimentation works for the South-eastern VMA will be in accordance with 
the approved plans prepared at the time of Development Application and/or as revised for Construction 
Certificate. Sensitive areas will be fenced off and rehabilitation undertaken on a progressive basis so as to 
reduce sediment mobilisation by enabling vegetated areas to stabilise soils and trap sediment from runoff.  
Strategically placed sediment traps and water diversion structures should also be used to minimise sediment 
and storm water runoff into the VMAs and further erosion particularly in close proximity to the Lakes edge.  

 
Care should be taken when removing weeds and all bare soils should be covered as required, to aid in weed 
control and soil stability. It is essential that natural and biodegradable fibres are used. This will assist in 
retention of the existing soil structure and lessen the likelihood of water and bank erosion. The matting will 
require planting of locally occurring species for long term bank stability. 

3.7 Site Accessibility 

Access to the site will remain from Trinity Point Road and Henry Road, however an internal road network will 
be included as part of the development proposal. Unauthorised vehicle access will be discouraged through 
the use of no entry signs and temporary fencing during construction periods. 

Pedestrian access to the site is not prohibited in many areas and the amenity of the site arguably attracts 
pedestrians and dog walkers which could be problematic for sensitive areas within the VMAs. It is envisaged 
that temporary fencing will be erected to resolve unauthorised pedestrian access onto the site during 
construction works (refer to 8A0319-Civ-DA-007 Royal Haskoning September 2014 and ADWJ (37429(3)-
CENG-010(A)) and/or as updated for areas adjacent to all VMAs. Following construction, educational 
signage highlighting the Northern VMA along the boardwalk, as well as the rehabilitation actions being 
undertaken may be considered for establishment at multiple locations at the direction of the contractor in 
consultation with the proponent.
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4.0 Maintenance 

4.1 Description of Tasks 

4.1.1 Removal of Debris 

The site does not currently contain a lot of existing rubbish or debris. Any observed rubbish and debris during 
construction is to be removed from the restoration sites prior to the commencement of vegetation 
management actions to protect workers and prepare the site for rehabilitation works. Ongoing rubbish 
removal will be undertaken throughout each management action for the duration of the monitoring period. 

4.1.2 Consolidation and Weed Removal 

The site will require several visits to remove weeds that are regenerating and/or have grown in response to 
the disturbance and are competing with regenerating native plants.  A system of weed removal must be 
undertaken to remove weed seedlings and regrowth.   

These visits are essential; otherwise the weeds will dominate and out-compete the regenerating / replanted 
natives. 

Given the nature of the site and the development proposal, all weeds removed as part of rehabilitation works 
should be discarded from the site to avoid regrowth or contamination into immediately adjacent water ways. 
A designated disposal area should be determined by the contractor before commencing rehabilitation works.  

4.1.3 Plant Replacement 

In areas where plants have been completely removed (i.e. as a result of vandalism or accidental damage) or 
where rehabilitation has failed within the VMA, been damaged or is suffering from pests and/or disease, 
replanting should be undertaken in appropriate mild seasonal conditions. 

Plants lost or damaged should be replaced to maintain a minimum of 80% survival rate of the original planted 
stock and recommended plant densities. Initial and careful consideration of the health of tube stock prior to 
its purchase should negate stock losses. Where weeds are removed, plantings should be undertaken at the 
Vegetation Management Contractor’s (or other qualified persons) discretion. Plants should be replaced at the 
size originally specified and in accordance with all planting methods as previously described. 

4.1.4 Irrigation 

Watering of seedlings should be continued as required until all plants are established.  Weather and site 
conditions will determine the frequency of watering for plants over the maintenance period to ensure they do 
not perish.  Moisture levels and plant health should be monitored weekly during drier periods. 

Watering should be undertaken early morning or late afternoon to avoid the hottest part of the day and 
minimise water loss. 

4.1.5 Pests and Diseases 

All plants must be monitored for pests and disease during the establishment period and then annually for the 
relevant maintenance period, in accordance with the monitoring program.  Plants significantly affected by 
pests or disease must be removed, disposed of offsite and replaced. Particular vigilance must be used to 
detect Myrtle Rust and the effects of fluoride emissions on any myrtaceae species that are susceptible to this 
fungus. 



Vegetation Management Plan 
Proposed Marina and Mixed Use Development on 71 Trinity Point Road 

 
 

 
 
122773; Final February 2016 Page 26 

To ensure a thorough approach to pest and disease management, this management plan must be co-
ordinated with any other pest and disease controls that may be taking place in the local landscape.  
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5.0 Monitoring and Reporting 
Qualified Vegetation Management Consultants are to carry out a program of regular monitoring and 
inspection work required for the VMP. The Consultant will be responsible for ensuring the measures outlined 
in this VMP are implemented and that performance criteria are satisfied. 

A monitoring report on the progress of the VMP implementation will be prepared annually and submitted to 
the Developer and Council Ecologist within three months of each annual period. A final report shall also be 
prepared by the contractor and submitted to the Developer and Council Ecologist upon completion of the 
relevant maintenance period being 5 years for the Northern VMA and 2 years for the Eastern and South-
eastern VMAs. The monitoring reports will: 

 Report on the progress of the monitoring activities; and 

 Discuss any problems encountered in implementing the VMP. 

Maintenance activities within the areas to be rehabilitated will include: 

 Estimates of weed cover / abundance present in the replanting and weed management areas;  

 Erosion presence, type and condition; 

 Presence and amount of rubbish;  

 Depth and condition of mulch; and 

 Recommendations regarding timing and responsibility for corrective measures and/or vegetation 
management. 

Photo Monitoring 

Specific photo locations to monitor areas of rehabilitation within the VMAs will be selected by the contractor. 
The progressive photo monitoring will provide an indication of the success or failure of any areas of 
rehabilitation conducted in accordance with this VMP. They will enable contractors to adjust rehabilitation 
works accordingly to enhance the quality of retained vegetation further and provide required information for 
ongoing monitoring reports.  

Monitoring points should be marked with steel star-pickets to ensure consistent replication of monitoring. 
Details on the direction the photo was taken, date, and height to camera should be recorded to allow for 
adequate comparisons between monitoring events. Photo monitoring can be conducted by rehabilitation 
contractors annually prior to the submission of the annual report, for the relevant maintenance period. 

  















Vegetation Management Plan 
Proposed Marina and Mixed Use Development on 71 Trinity Point Road 

 
 

 
 
122773; Final February 2016 Page 34 

6.0 Conclusion  
The aim of the VMP is to provide a strategy for the staged preservation, protection and restoration of 
vegetation in the nominated VMAs on site. The objective is to achieve a net increase in canopy cover, and 
ground species for the native vegetation communities, with a focus on increasing the amount and quality of 
vegetation within the EECs. This will involve weed removal, planting of native flora species and encouraging 
native species to regenerate.  

Ongoing monitoring of the Vegetation Management Areas is required to establish the successes and 
potential failures of the required management actions, and thus allows for any remediation measures to be 
addressed accordingly to achieve the targeted outcomes.  

The implementation of the management actions will result in the protection, enhancement and maintenance 
of the native plant communities present within the site, ultimately contributing to the ecological values of the 
overall surrounding vegetation communities.  
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LAUREN VANDERWYK

Ecologist

Newcastle, NSW

Bachelor of Science, University of Newcastle

AREAS OF EXPERTISE:

During the six years Lauren has been working as an Ecologist, she has gained a broad range of ecological field
experience and experience in Ecological Assessment and management reporting in accordance with relevant State
and Commonwealth government legislative frameworks. In addition, Lauren has developed numerous Bushfire
Threat Assessments and Bushfire Attack Level certificates informed by field surveys and desktop assessments in
accordance with Planning for Bushfire Purposes (2006). Her experience within the consulting industry has primarily
included a wide range of flora and fauna assessment disciplines as required by a wide range of public and private
clients  including  Centennial  Coal,  Santos  and  NSW  Roads  and  Maritime  Services.  Lauren’s  knowledge  of  the
Central Coast, Hunter, Greater Lithgow and Liverpool Plains regions has expanded extensively since the
commencement of her career.

SELECTED PROJECT EXPERIENCE:

Environment

§ Flora and fauna identification and habitat assessment

§ Targeted threatened flora and fauna surveys

§ Delineation and mapping of vegetation communities

§ Endangered Ecological Community (EEC) assessment

§ Conducting Field Surveys for Flora, Fauna and Habitat Identification

§ Report Preparation including Fauna & Flora Assessments

§ Ecological Monitoring and Reporting

§ Bushfire Threat Assessment & Management reporting

§ Understanding of environmental and bushfire legislation

Ecology

§ Northern Beaches Hospital Connectivity and Network Enhancements Project (SMEC) –
Preparation of a flora and fauna memorandum for two sites proposed to be developed for the Project. Project
tasks included preliminary desktop assessment, interpretation of legislative requirements, targeted field surveys,
and assessment of fauna habitat quality and value to threatened species.

§ Bulga Mine Annual Fauna Monitoring – Lauren has been involved in an annual monitoring program that
spans two operations and involves seasonal bird surveys, habitat assessments and the full spectrum of fauna
monitoring methodologies targeting threatened species as well as comprising an overall species list, and
providing technical input and annual report writing

§ Angus Place Longwalls 900 and 910 Flora and Fauna Monitoring (Centennial Coal Angus Place) –
Pre and postmining baseline surveys were undertaken by Lauren including flora and fauna species diversity
surveys, vegetation condition assessments and nest box erection. Monitoring of multiple sites provides a
comparable data set to display any notable changes as a result of longwall mining within this mining lease area.
Swamp vegetation monitoring was a separate component of this project which required a memorandum to



Curriculum Vitae
- CONTINUED –

rpsgroup.com.au

comment on overall swamp health and potential impacts as a result of surrounding mining activities. This project
is ongoing.

§ Pacific Highway Upgrade-Oxley Highway to Kempsey (NSW Roads and Maritime Services)

Implementation of the Microchiropteran Bat Management Plan prepared for the 37km upgrade of the Pacific
Highway between the Oxley Highway and Kempsey on the NSW Mid-north coast. For this project Lauren was
involved in the installation of 158 bat roost boxes and the provision of GIS data to inform future monitoring
activities.

§ Neubeck Open Cut Coal Mine (Centennial Coal) –  Flora and fauna field surveys over a three year
period and the production of the Flora and Fauna Assessment as part of an overiding Environmental Impact
Statement were undertaken for the proposed Neubeck open cut coal mine

§ Airly Coal Mine Flora and Fauna Surveys (Centennial Coal) – A range of flora and fauna surveys were
undertaken to inform both the Airly Baseline Survey Report and the Airly Flora and Fauna Report

§ Lidsdale Siding Biodiversity Management Plan (Centennial Ivanhoe)– Ecological assessments primarliy
undertaken for Lidsdale Siding Flora and Fauna Report informed the production of the Lidsdale Siding
Biodiversity Management Plan, both of which Lauren was involved in. The BMP outlined areas of ecological
importance and ecological issues on site with associated management actions

§ Coal Seam Gas Exploration (Santos)- On site supervisor for coal seam gas exploration and clearing
activities in the Gunnedah region. Lauren ensured that all contractors and staff on site complied with the
Review of Environmental Factors with environmental protection a prioirty during clearing on site

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE:

Environmental Scientist - Ecobiological (2011)
Primary roles included bush regeneration and the identification of a wide range of native and non-native plant
species for rehabilitation of various sites throughout the Hunter and Central Coast regions. Some ecological
surveys and Ecological Assessment reporting was carried out during Lauren’s time with Ecobiological

Trainee Ecologist - Pygmy Possum Ecological Consulting (2008-2010)
Undertaking ecological field surveys was the primary role at Pygmy Possum Ecological Consulting. Fauna surveys
were carried out across the Central Coast, Lake Macquarie and into the Hunter region. Basic reporting and data
entry were undertaken throughout Lauren’s time with Pygmy Possum Ecological Consulting

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE:

§ Bush regeneration at Trig Shepards Hill, Bar Beach with Newcastle Landcare (2013);

§ Regent Honeyeater habitat restoration in the Capertee region with Birdlife Australia (2012);

§ Amphibian (Litoria citropa) acoustic research in the Watagan Mountains, NSW with Carl Gerhardt (2012);

§ Biodiversity research for independent researchers and Australian Geographic in East Kimberley (2011);

§ Amphibian (Litoria subglandulosa and Mixophyes balbus) research at the New England Tablelands with Marion
Anstis, Simon Clulow and Carl Gerhardt (two separate occasions 2010);

§ Bandicoot Research in Manly with the Australian Wildlife Conservancy (2010);

§ Microbat dietary surveys and tracking at Empire Bay with Leroy Gonsalves (2010);

§ Green and Golden Bell frog research at the Sydney Olympic Park (2010);

§ Bush-stone Curlew surveys at Empire Bay on the Central Coast undertaking call play back methods (2010).

§ Bush regeneration at Wamberal Lagoon Nature Reserve with National Parks and Wildlife Services primarily
restoring Littoral Rainforest (EEC) (2007-2010); and
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§ Fauna research including pit trapping, Elliot trapping, triangulation (for amphibians) and spotlighting for the
Watagans fauna database (2007).

MEMBERSHIPS & ACHIEVEMENTS:

§ NSW Driver’s Licence (Class C)

§ OH&S Induction Training (White Card)

§ 4WD course

§ ChemCert II certification

§ Landscape Function Analysis Training

§ Member of the Ecological Society of Australia (ESA)

§ Member of Birdlife Australia

§ Member of the Australian Mammal Society (AMS)

CONFERENCES:

§ Australasian Raptor Conference, Adelaide SA (Attendee) 2013

§ National Koala Conference, Port Macquarie NSW (Attendee) 2013

§ Society for Conservation Biology Conference - Oceania, Darwin NT (Attendee) 2012
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MATTHEW DOHERTY 

Technical Director (Ecology) 

Bachelor of Landscape Management and Conservation (Land & Water Conservation Major), University of Western 

Sydney, 2000 

Bushland Regeneration Certificate II, Western Sydney Institute of TAFE, 1999 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE: 

Matt has over 13 years experience years experience in the environmental industry with key skills in project 

management, survey design, GIS and client relations.  Matt’s background in local government, state government 

and private consultancy gives him a high level of appreciation of the environmental and consultancy sector, thus 

allowing him to take a pragmatic approach to providing balanced outcomes against the legislative and policy 

framework whilst meeting the aims and objectives of clients and determining authorities.  

In his position as Technical Director (Ecology), Matt manages the environment department with extensive input on 

land development, energy and resources projects. Additionally Matt provides advices and assessment relating to 

bushfire within NSW. He has experience in conducting comprehensive ecological surveys and preparing associated 

reporting and advices across a broad range of environs throughout New South Wales, with the majority of 

projects located in the greater Hunter, Central Coast, Blue Mountains, New England, Mid-West including 

Gunnedah/ Narrabri and Forster / Great Lakes regions.  Matt has also undertaken environmental projects in 

Queensland, South Australia, ACT and Victoria. 

SELECTED PROJECT EXPERIENCE: 

 Transgrid  – Ecological survey, targeted threatened species surveys and reporting for establishment of new 

powerline easements and/or powerline maintenance across the Lower Hunter and Lake Macquarie region.  

 Glendale Interchange – Project Management, site investigations and ecological constraints and opportunities 

reporting for a proposed interchange on behlaf of Lake Macquarie City Council. 

 Water & Sewer Mains – Environmental field surveys and prepartion of REF documentaiton to inform 

applications for the constrution of water and sewer pipelines requried to service urban expansion and land 

development projects.  

 Surat Gas Pipeline – Project Manager and field team leader for the terrestrial fuana survey, impact 

assessment and reporting component of a proposed 630km gas pipeline alignment between Dalby(east Surat 

Gas Basin) in southern Queensland to Gladston on the Central Queensland Coast.  

 EPIC Energy QSN3 Gas Pipeline – Project Manager for the flora, fauna and habitat survey along with 

subsequent impact assessment and reporting for an expansion of easement width along the 935km pipeline 

alignment. The alignment traversed three bioregions from Roma in Queensland to Moomba in South Australia.  

 Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline  – Ecologial input, reporting, GIS analysis and mapping for input to the 

NSW route alignment (630km) and final revised impact assessment.  

 Hunter Gas Pipeline  – Input into the environmental management plan for implimentation across the pipeline 

alignment.  

 Santos – Ecological Project Manager for consultancy works to Santos within the Gunnedah Basin covering gas 

explorarion and anciliary activities. Works include field survey, preparation of advices, impact assessments, 

EPBC referrals, preparation and implimentation of well lease rehabilitation plans, liaison and negotiations with 

regulators and agencies.  

 Centennial Coal – Project Management, ecological survey, advices and imapct assessment reporting to inform 

Coal Options study including washery expansion, waste implacement and rail siding upgrade.  
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 Xstrata Bulga Coal (surface and underground operations) – Ecological Project Management for due 

diligence surveys, annual monitoring surveys and prearation of advices and reporting. 

 Cockatoo Coal – Project Manager for ecological due diligence works for coal exploraion relating to a start up 

coal mine in the NSW Bylong Valley.  

 Donaldson Coal Mine – Preparation of GIS database and mapping to support mine community engagement 

initiaitives. These works also involved presentations to the Donaldson Trust.  

 Karuah Quarries – Project Management, field surveys and annual ecological monitoring. 

 Wild Quarries – Project Management and reporting of ecological field survey and impact assesment for start 

up hard rock quarry in the Upper Hunter. 

 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: 

Ecologist – Andrews Neil Pty Ltd 2004 - 2005 

Duties included: preparation of Fee Proposals for Ecological Services; General and Targeted Flora and Fauna 

Surveys including Flora and Fauna Identification; Desktop Studies and Literature Searches; Interpretation and 

Application of Legislation; report preparation including Threatened Species Assessments, Vegetation Management 

Plans (Riparian Restoration/ Rehabilitation, Bush Regeneration), Weed Management Strategies, Habitat 

Management Strategies and Tree Assessments; GIS/ Spatial Analysis and Database Management; Liaison with Client, 

Stakeholder Groups, State and Local Governing Bodies; Site Supervision of Ecological Conditions; Anabat II Call 

Analysis; Tree Climbing for installation, maintenance and monitoring of nest boxes.  

Project Officer / Horticultural Services – Gosford City Council 2003 – 2004 

Undertook review of noxious weed management; performed vegetation surveys on GCC landfills to identify the 

presence of noxious weeds; quantify the extent of infestation of each noxious weed species and map the affected 

areas; developed a management plan for the control of NW species identified in the survey in accordance with 

relevant legislation. Maintained Japanese Gardens along with City Wide Gardens and Streetscapes.  

Environmental Officer - Dept of Land & Water Conservation, Newcastle 1999 

 

Project Officer - Maitland City Council 07/1999 – 12/1999 

 

Project Officer – Brisbane Waters & Gosford Lagoons Catchment  

Management Committee 03/1998 – 05/1998 
 

MEMBERSHIPS & ACHIEVEMENTS: 

 NSW Animal Ethics Research Authority 

 NPWS Scientific Investigation Licence (SL100536) 

 Senior First Aid 

 4x4 Operation and Handling  

 Fire Protection Association Australia (FPAA) 

 OH&S Induction Training (White Card) 

 Spikeless Tree Climbing Techniques, Total Height Safety 

 Landscape Function Analysis Training  

 Snake Awarness and Handling Training  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Introduction 

This Plan of Management (PoM) applies to the foreshore at Trinity Point located in the 
suburb of Morisset Park in the local government area of Lake Macquarie. A total area of 
approximately 3.95 ha of public reserve is covered under this Plan. Refer to Figure 1. The 
reserve incorporates some 1.6 km of the foreshore of Lake Macquarie.   

Trinity Point is located on the south-western shore of Lake Macquarie at Morisset Park. The 
site is bounded by Lake Macquarie and land approved for urban and tourist 
development. A marina has been approved and will be constructed on the lake 
adjoining the reserve.      

Lake Macquarie City Council, has identified a need for a Plan of Management that 
facilitates ongoing public use and management of the reserve.     

Currently the reserve is covered by Councils generic Plan of Management, however, the 
special location, features and proximity to the adjoining tourist facilities warrants a specific 
plan of management. 

1.2 Purpose and Scope of Plan  

The Trinity Point Reserve has been acquired by Lake Macquarie City Council for public 
use. The site has a range of values including biodiversity conservation, heritage, 
recreation, public infrastructure provision and access to the proposed marina.   

A Plan of Management (PoM) is required to ensure the values of land are protected, that 
the use of the reserve meets a range of community needs and that appropriate 
management actions are identified and implemented. The existing generic PoM does not 
make adequate provision for the circumstances of the reserve or its known cultural values.      

The reserve will be adjoined by tourist and urban development and Lake Macquarie. 

This PoM has been prepared consistent with requirements of the NSW Local Government 
Act 1993. The Act requires that all community land be subject to a PoM. The Act also 
requires the management objectives specified for community land be included in the 
PoM.        

The purpose of this PoM is to: 

• Provide a PoM for Trinity Point Reserve based on the land categories and 
management objectives as specified by the NSW Local Government Act;  
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• Provide a PoM based on the values and circumstances of the reserve that allows for 
sound ongoing management of the land; and    

• Provide a draft PoM that allows for informed public submissions and management 
recommendations to Lake Macquarie City Council.       

 

Figure 1: Aerial Context Plan.  
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Zoning and Easements  

The zoning of the land is as indicated in Table 1 above and Figure 2. The primary use as 
provided for by the zonings is public recreation.      

There are easements over the reserve as shown in Figure 1.      

There are two sets of easements over Lot 32. One set of easements is in favour of Lot 31 
DP 117408 and provides for access to the proposed marina and structures. These 
easements were created before Council acquired the Reserve.      

The other set of easements is for Hunter Water Corporation which covers a sewer pump 
station and an associated rising main on Reserve land adjoining Bardens Bay.     

1.4 Structure of the Document  

The document is in five sections.      

Section 1:  Introduction and Scope  

Section 2:  Site Description including Consultation 

A description of the site characteristics including the regional and local context, the main 
features of the land, and land zoning concluding with categorization of the land in 
accordance with the LGA 1993.    

Section 3:  Basis for Management 

The legislative and planning context of the land, details of consultation and discussion of 
the main management issues.   

Section 4:  Management Strategy  

Sets out the management units and objectives for the site and the allowable activities and 
use for each category.       

Section 5:  Action Plan   

Specified for each management unit are performance targets, the means for achieving 
targets, responsible parties, performance evaluation criteria and implementation priorities.      
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Figure 2: Zoning Plan.  



Plan of Management           9 
Trinity Point Foreshore Reserve 
N:\37429\37429(13)P\Admin\Reports\Planning\PoM Trinity Point Reserve Final.docx 
Adopted by Council on 22 August 2016 

2.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE RESERVE  

The land is mostly vacant with only minor works except for a sewer pump station and a 
rising main. There is some native vegetation remaining along the shoreline but large areas 
were cleared to support previous uses of the site. The reserve is as shown in Figure 1. 

2.1 Geographical Context  

Trinity Point is located on Lake Macquarie which is in the Hunter Region of NSW some 
120 km north of Sydney and 40 km south of Newcastle.   

The lake is an estuarine system and connects to the sea via the Swansea Channel.     

 

Figure 3: Location on Lake Macquarie. 

Trinity Point is located in the southern half of Lake Macquarie in the suburb of Morisset Park.     

2.2 Planning Context  

The Reserve is located within the Lake Macquarie local government area and is owned 
and managed by Lake Macquarie City Council.     

Council’s management responsibilities for the Reserve are mostly framed by the NSW 
Local Government Act 1993 (LGA) and the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (EPA Act).  

The LGA provides the management framework and processes for the land while the EPA 
and related planning instruments and policies control the use and development of the 
land.     



Plan of Management           10 
Trinity Point Foreshore Reserve 
N:\37429\37429(13)P\Admin\Reports\Planning\PoM Trinity Point Reserve Final.docx 
Adopted by Council on 22 August 2016 

Plans of Management for public land must be prepared in accordance with the statutory 
requirements of the LGA Act.      

Uses and management of reserves must comply with all applicable planning controls 
under the EPA Act such as Lake Macquarie Local Environmental Plan 2014.    

2.3 Land Details     

The Trinity Point Reserve covers some 3.95 ha of the foreshore of Lake Macquarie. The 
reserve is linear being some 1600 metres in length with a width varying from 20 m to 50 m.     

The reserve is partly cleared and partly vegetated. Access to the foreshore is restricted by 
topography and vegetation. Public use of the foreshore has been limited as the reserve 
was previously in private ownership.  

2.3.1 Topography   

The topography varies from low lying, poorly drained land, including saltmarsh, to low but 
vertical, cliffs.      

Some areas are readily accessible by foot but other areas are sufficiently rugged or 
vegetated to prevent direct access from adjoining land and prevent passage along the 
foreshore.     

There are two readily accessible areas of the foreshore due to the modified vegetation 
and gentler gradients. One is in the northeast corner close to the proposed marina. The 
other accessible area is on the southern shore adjoining the former baths.      

2.3.2 Ecological Values  

The reserve has large cleared and grassed areas adjoining foreshore vegetation.       

The remaining native vegetation in the reserve consists of a number of Endangered 
Ecological Communities. There are also areas of protected mangroves and saltmarsh as 
shown in Figure 4.    

The areas of non-indigenous vegetation are generally well drained areas of modest slope 
which have been maintained for recreation by previous occupants of the site.     

All of the remaining native vegetation has statutory protection.  
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Figure 4: Vegetation & Archaeological Plan. 
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Image 1: Narrow strip of foreshore vegetation and adjoining grassland area along the 
eastern shore. 
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Figure 5: Extract of LMCC Native Vegetation and Corridors Map. 

Council has identified a vegetation corridor along the foreshore and partially cleared 
remnant native vegetation on other areas of the reserve as shown in Figure 5.      

2.3.3 Drainage / Hydrology 

The reserve provides for overland flow and drainage from adjoining land and public roads 
to the lake. The drainage from the land supports wetland vegetation.     

2.3.4 Cultural Values   

Insite Heritage prepared a Cultural Heritage Management Plan (CHMP) in 2014 for the 
adjoining Trinity Point Development which included assessment of the Reserve area.  

The CHMP identifies registered Aboriginal sites and specifies management requirements 
for the sites. There is an established potential for further items of Aboriginal heritage to be 
uncovered by any future works in the reserve.   

There are also sites of European heritage in the reserve; the CHMP also details 
management requirements for these sites. See Figure 4 for the location of cultural sites.  

The CHMP may be viewed at Council Speers Point and Morisset Libraries.    
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Image 2:  Bushland west of the proposed Baths & Bluff Point Park on the foreshore.   

 

Image 3: Natural shell deposits on the southern shore of Trinity Point. 
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2.3.5 Adjoining Land Uses 

The reserve immediately adjoins the lake and the approved marina and a disused baths 
structure in poor condition.   In the lake adjoining the reserve are substantial areas of 
seagrass. 

On the landward side of the reserve is mostly cleared vacant land. There are approvals 
and applications over this land for tourist, marina and urban development.    

Adjoining the reserve will be public roads, residential, tourist development and the marina. 
Easements in favour of the development are in place to allow access and servicing of the 
Marina across the reserve.    

                    

2.3.6 Significant Natural Features  

Significant natural features are defined by the LGA as follows.     

36C   Community land containing significant natural features 

(1)  This section applies to community land that is the subject of a resolution by 
the council that declares that the land, being the site of: 

(a)  a known natural, geological, geomorphological, scenic or other feature 
that is considered by the council to warrant protection or special 
management considerations, or 

(b)  a wildlife corridor, is land to which this section applies. 

Councils Native Vegetation and Corridors map identifies the land in the reserve as a 
wildlife corridor, refer to Figure 5. Significant natural areas must be categorised as natural 
areas and managed accordingly.        

2.4 Condition of the Land   

A description of the condition of the land and facilities on it is a requirement of site specific 
PoM. The condition of the land is described in the preceding sections.  

The reserve is largely undeveloped with few improvements.  There are areas of vegetation.  
Cleared areas have been maintained as grass land.     

There is a sewer pump station and a sewer rising main located on reserve land adjoining 
Bardens Bay. A number of drainage works have been approved over the land.       
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European cultural features on the site include the Sundial Gardens located on a bluff (Bluff 
Point) overlooking the lake to the south, landscape plantings and “The Grotto”.     

There is a formed access track and set of old concrete steps leading to the foreshore 
adjoining the baths area.  

The foreshore contains registered sites of Aboriginal heritage.      

2.5 Categorisation of the Land 

The public reserve land included in this PoM is currently categorised as natural area 
(foreshore, escarpment and bushland) and a very small area of park (corresponding with 
Lot 34) under LMCC Plan of Management for Community Land 2011. On adoption of this 
site specific PoM by Council, the generic POM will cease to apply.    

Statutory criteria for categorisation of land are provided in the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005. More than one category can be applied to land. Land can be 
categorised as an area of cultural significance as well as a natural area or park. Land 
categorised as a natural area must adopt all appropriate subcategories e.g. a natural 
area can be both bushland and foreshore.          

The draft categories were subject to separate public exhibition prior to finalisation of the 
draft PoM.    

In accordance with the statutory provisions of the LG Act, 1993, it is proposed that the 
Trinity Point Reserve land be categorised as:    

Area of Cultural Significance - the whole of the reserve to address both Aboriginal and 
European cultural values;    

Park - to provide areas for recreation and improvements; and   

Natural Area - including the sub categories of foreshore, bushland, wetland and 
escarpment - to address the natural features of the land.  

The categories applied to the reserve are shown in Figure 6. 
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Figure 6: Categorization. 
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3.0 THE BASIS FOR MANAGEMENT 

Council acquired the reserve due to the value to the community of retaining lake 
foreshores in public ownership.       

The role of the PoM  is to provide for detailed management of the reserve consistent with 
broader community values, relevant  legislation and policy.   This broader context for the 
PoM  is  described  in this section.      

3.1 Community Values 

Based on the site attributes the values listed below have been reflected in the longer term 
management strategies for the reserve (see Section 4). 

Table 2: Values  

Recreational Value  

The Reserve has the potential to provide a range of recreation 
opportunities and encourage healthy, active lifestyles for residents 
of Morisset Park while also promoting tourism.  Council has zoned 
the reserve for public recreation. 

Ecological Value 
The reserve supports vegetation remnants of state and regional 
significance and adjoins extensive areas of seagrass within the 
Lake.   

Cultural Heritage 
Value 

The reserve contains sites of both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
heritage. 

Social Value 
The reserve has the potential to contribute to the community by 
providing opportunities for recreation, social interaction and 
community based activity. 

Educational Value The reserve has the potential to provide for interpretation of 
natural and heritage values.    

Linkage value 
The reserve provides a link with other public foreshore areas 
around the Lake. 

Visual and aesthetic 
value 

The reserve provides a visual buffer between the lake and 
adjoining development. Existing vegetation contributes to the 
landscape qualities of the lake. 

3.2 Lifestyle 2030 Strategy 

The Lifestyle 2030 Strategy provides a long-term strategy for the City and has been 
incorporated into the Lake Macquarie Local Environmental Plan, 2014.  

The vision for the City, held by Council and the community, is that it is a place: 

• where the environment is protected and enhanced; 
• where the scenic, ecological, recreational, and commercial values and opportunities 

of the Lake and coastline are promoted and protected; 
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• with a prosperous economy and a supportive attitude to balanced economic growth, 
managed in a way to enhance quality of life and satisfy the employment and 
environmental aims of the community; 

• that recognizes, encourages, develops its diverse cultural life and talents, protects, and 
promotes its heritage.; 

• that encourages community spirit, promotes a fulfilling lifestyle, enhances health and 
social well-being, encourages lifestyle choices, and has opportunities to encourage 
participation in sport and recreation; 

• that promotes equal access to all services and facilities and enables all citizens to 
contribute to and participate in the City's economic and social development; and 

• that promotes affordable housing. 

3.3 Legislative Requirements 

The management of public land under the ownership of a Council is subject to statutory 
controls.  

The most significant statutory control is the Local Government Act, 1993 (as amended) (LG 
Act, 1993) as the act and the associated regulation (Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005). This legislation provides the key framework for the management of land 
owned by a Council. The Act incorporates legislative requirements, identifies land 
categories, promotes community participation and active involvement in the decision-
making process and maintains process transparency. 

The Draft Trinity Point Reserve Plan of Management once adopted supersedes all other 
Plans of Management covering the land identified in this plan, including the Lake 
Macquarie City Council Plan of Management for Community Land (2011). 

3.3.1 Planning Framework 

This PoM is to be used in conjunction with relevant statutory planning requirements and 
Council policies as well as procedures that govern the management of Community Land.    

These policies must be considered in both the planning and management process.    

State Environmental Planning Policy Infrastructure No 19 Bushland in Urban Areas  

The reserve is mostly zoned RE1 Public Recreation. The RE1 zone objectives make provision 
for use of the land as public open space. This SEPP contains management objectives for 
urban bushland zoned for public open space use and makes provision for PoMs to 
become development control plans for the land. In making such a plan of management 
Council is required to:     

(a)  identify the bushland to which the plan applies, 
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(b)  describe and analyse the bushland taking into consideration the matters listed in 
clause 2 (2) (a)–(n), and (provided below)    

(c)  specify measures to be taken: 

(i)  to implement the specific aims of this Policy, 

(ii)  to enable recreational use of the bushland, 

(iii)  to reduce hazard from bushfire, 

(iv)  to prevent degradation of bushland, including degradation through alteration 
of drainage patterns, rubbish dumping, infestation with weeds and exotic plants 
or the intrusion of vehicles, and 

(v)  to restore and regenerate degraded areas of bushland. 

The clause 2(2) matters referred to above are:    

(a)  to protect the remnants of plant communities which were once characteristic of 
land now within an urban area, 

(b)  to retain bushland in parcels of a size and configuration which will enable the 
existing plant and animal communities to survive in the long term, 

(c)  to protect rare and endangered flora and fauna species, 

(d)  to protect habitats for native flora and fauna, 

(e)  to protect wildlife corridors and vegetation links with other nearby bushland, 

(f)  to protect bushland as a natural stabiliser of the soil surface, 

(g)  to protect bushland for its scenic values, and to retain the unique visual identity of 
the landscape, 

(h)  to protect significant geological features, 

(i)  to protect existing landforms, such as natural drainage lines, watercourses and 
foreshores, 

(j)  to protect archaeological relics, 

(k)  to protect the recreational potential of bushland, 

(l)  to protect the educational potential of bushland, 
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(m)  to maintain bushland in locations which are readily accessible to the community, 
and 

(n)  to promote the management of bushland in a manner which protects and 
enhances the quality of the bushland and facilitates public enjoyment of the 
bushland compatible with its conservation. 

The objectives promote the management of bushland for a range of community purposes 
but generally bushland areas to compatible passive recreation.   

State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007, (ISEPP)   

ISEPP, Division 12, makes provision for a range of works and development to be permitted 
without consent on public reserves as follows:   

Development for any of the following purposes may be carried out by or on behalf of a 
council without consent on a public reserve under the control of or vested in the 
council: 

(a)  roads, cycle ways, single storey car parks, ticketing facilities and viewing platforms, 

(b)  outdoor recreational facilities, including playing fields, but not including 
grandstands, 

(c)  information facilities such as visitors’ centres and information boards, 

(d)  lighting, if light spill and artificial sky glow is minimised in accordance with AS/NZS 
1158: 2007, Lighting for Roads and Public Spaces, 

(e)  landscaping, including irrigation schemes (whether they use recycled or other 
water), 

(f)  amenity facilities, 

(g)  maintenance depots, 

(h)  environmental management works. 

Under Division 25, the SEPP provides for Waterway or Foreshore management activities to 
be undertaken by or on behalf of Council.      

The SEPP also provides for a range of minor recreational structures such as walking tracks 
and barbeques to be exempt development (no statutory approval or environmental 
assessment required) provided they are of minimal environmental impact. Under the SEPP 
works must be assessed for environmental impact before approval by Council.      
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State Environmental Planning Policy No. 71 Coastal Protection   

The whole of the reserve is within the NSW Coastal Zone.    

This Policy aims: 

(a)  to protect and manage the natural, cultural, recreational and economic attributes 
of the New South Wales coast, and 

(b)  to protect and improve existing public access to and along coastal foreshores to 
the extent that this is compatible with the natural attributes of the coastal foreshore, 
and 

(c)  to ensure that new opportunities for public access to and along coastal foreshores 
are identified and realised to the extent that this is compatible with the natural 
attributes of the coastal foreshore, and 

(d)  to protect and preserve Aboriginal cultural heritage, and Aboriginal places, values, 
customs, beliefs and traditional knowledge, and 

(e)  to ensure that the visual amenity of the coast is protected, and 

(f)  to protect and preserve beach environments and beach amenity, and 

(g)  to protect and preserve native coastal vegetation, and 

(h)  to protect and preserve the marine environment of New South Wales, and 

(i)  to protect and preserve rock platforms, and 

(j)  to manage the coastal zone in accordance with the principles of ecologically 
sustainable development (within the meaning of section 6 (2) of the Protection of 
the Environment Administration Act 1991), and 

(k)  to ensure that the type, bulk, scale and size of development is appropriate for the 
location and protects and improves the natural scenic quality of the surrounding 
area, and 

(l)  to encourage a strategic approach to coastal management. 

The matters listed under SEPP 71 must be assessed before approval of any works in the 
reserve by Council.     

Lake Macquarie Local Environmental Plan 2014,  

The land covered by this plan is mostly zoned RE1 Public Recreation (See Figure 2). 
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The zone objectives for the area covered by the RE1 Public Recreation Zone are to: 

• To enable land to be used for public open space or recreational purposes; 

• To provide a range of recreational settings and activities and compatible land uses; 

• To protect and enhance the natural environment for recreational purposes; and 

• To facilitate the preservation of the environmental qualities of land. 

Permitted with the consent of Council by the RE1 zone are:    

Amusement centres; Animal boarding or training establishments; Boat sheds; Camping 
grounds; Car parks; Caravan parks; Cemeteries; Charter and tourism boating facilities; 
Child care centres; Community facilities; Crematoria; Educational establishments; 
Emergency services facilities; Entertainment facilities; Environmental facilities; 
Environmental protection works; Flood mitigation works; Function centres; Information and 
education facilities; Kiosks; Marinas; Markets; Places of public worship; Recreation areas; 
Recreation facilities (indoor); Recreation facilities (major); Recreation facilities (outdoor); 
Registered clubs; Respite day care centres; Restaurants or cafes; Roads; Signage; Water 
recreation structures; Wharf or boating facilities.  

While a substantial range of uses is permitted in the zone, this PoM identifies a reduced 
range of uses seen as suitable for the reserve (refer to Appendices 1 to 5).      

Some 808 m2 of the reserve, being Lot 34 DP 117408 is subject to a SP 3 Tourist zoning. Lot 
409 DP 339690 is zoned R2 General Residential. The objectives of these two zones are of 
minimal relevance for the management of public land. As the land is public reserve ISEPP 
allows works consistent with a PoM for the land.          

Statutory Development Approvals  

There are development approvals for adjoining land that have implications for the 
reserve. A Concept Plan Approval for tourist and urban development and a marina 
provides for development related outcomes within the reserve. Within easements over the 
reserve the approval allows services and access to the proposed marina and landscaping 
including viewing platforms. The approvals also require vegetation management plans to 
be prepared and implemented over the reserve area.    

The Concept Plan Approval also makes provision for protection of public access across 
the reserve. Approval conditions particularly relevant to management of the reserve are 
the requirement for a public walkway between the Tourist development and the foreshore 
and requirements under management plans for the protection of foreshore vegetation 
and the cultural values of the reserve.    
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A residential subdivision also adjoins the reserve and include public infrastructure and 
drainage work relevant to management of the reserve.  

Summary of Legislative Requirements      

There is an extensive statutory compliance framework for the site and significant controls 
over permissible uses on, and public management of, the reserve land.             

These statutory controls and management requirements must be applied to the land via 
the PoM in addition to the management objectives specified in the LGA (refer to Section 
4).   

Some works for the reserve are already approved via a Concept Plan and residential 
subdivision and subsequent development applications for the marina and tourist 
development and will be the responsibility of the adjoining land owners.           

Provision for vegetation management in parts of the reserve including preparation of a 
vegetation management plan required by the approvals for the adjoining development.       

3.4 Stake Holders and Consultation 

There has been significant public consultation arising from development proposals for 
adjoining land that has included issues relating to the reserve.     

Public consultation conducted by Council has taken place in relation to the proposed 
categories with the category boundaries having been adjusted as a result.     

There were no objections to the suitability of the proposed categories during the 
consultation phase.  Category boundaries were adjusted in response to submissions.    

3.5 Existing Use and Facilities 

The reserve currently supports a low level of public use mainly due to the former private 
ownership of the land, a lack of public facilities and a lack of physical accessibility.    

No buildings or constructed recreation facilities exist on the reserve. The remnants of a 
baths structure is located in Lake Macquarie (on Crown land) on the southern foreshore of 
the reserve but is outside the reserve. The baths rely on access from the reserve.       

The reserve hosts significant areas of vegetation but this is largely unmanaged.      

Utility service infrastructure located in the reserve includes a sewerage pumping station, 
and a rising main. Easements are in place over these items of essential infrastructure.     

Easements over the reserve will provide for future access and future service provision to 
the proposed marina and other adjoining development.     
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3.6 Management Issues 

A number of existing management issues have been identified for the reserve through 
community consultation and from flora and fauna and heritage studies (see below). This 
Plan of Management considers the issues and proposes management responses to 
facilitate the long-term management of the reserve. 

Issues include: 

• General lack of public facilities that would promote community use and manage 
impacts; 

• Potential bushfire hazard, although this is unlikely to be significant; 

• Need for public access to the foreshore including the need for facilities and ongoing 
maintenance; 

• The inaccessibility of parts of the reserve and breaks in pedestrian connectivity; 

• Limited public resources for improvement, management and maintenance works; 

• Need to provide pedestrian access where practicable; 

• The presence and protection of cultural heritage sites and the potential for buried 
relics; 

• The need to manage a range of ecological values for the reserve and the adjoining 
lake; 

• The linear nature of the reserve; 

• Integration with adjoining development; and 

• Integration of management for the range of community values inherent in the reserve 
lands.         

These issues are reflected in the specific objectives in Section 4 and the action items in 
Section 5.0.   

3.7 Opportunities 

The reserve can provide opportunity for recreation, conservation and interpretation of 
natural and cultural heritage values.   
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The reserve will have adjoining urban and tourist uses. The reserve can both benefit from 
and complement these adjoining uses. The adjoining uses will need to respect the values 
of the reserve and may contribute to enhancement and management of the reserve.       

Areas most suitable for public recreation are those that have already been mostly 
cleared, with reasonable access, suitable topography and relationships to adjoining 
landuse. The other areas of the reserve are more suitable for conservation via bushland 
and foreshore protection whilst providing for controlled access.        

4.0 MANAGEMENT STRATEGY   

The aim of management and planning of the Reserve is to provide benefits and 
opportunities for the local community while protecting existing values.  

The management strategies are aimed at providing the community with recreation areas 
and facilities, essential infrastructure and at providing a basis for the ongoing 
management of the reserve for vegetation, scenic and heritage conservation purposes.   

There are compulsory management objectives to be applied through PoM. These 
objectives are listed in Section 4.1.     

4.1 Statutory Management Objectives 

Core objectives for the management of community land are provided in the local 
government act these objectives are as follows.   

4.1.1 Area of Cultural Significance 

Core objectives for management of community land categorised as an area of cultural 
significance: 

(1) The core objectives for management of community land categorised as an area of 
cultural significance are to retain and enhance the cultural significance of the area 
(namely its Aboriginal, aesthetic, archaeological, historical, technical or research or 
social significance) for past, present or future generations by the active use of 
conservation methods. 

(2) Those conservation methods may include any or all of the following methods: 

(a) the continuous protective care and maintenance of the physical material of the 
land or of the context and setting of the area of cultural significance, 

(b) the restoration of the land, that is, the returning of the existing physical material of 
the land to a known earlier state by removing accretions or by reassembling 
existing components without the introduction of new material, 
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(c) the reconstruction of the land, that is, the returning of the land as nearly as possible 
to a known earlier state, 

(d) the adaptive reuse of the land, that is, the enhancement or reinforcement of the 
cultural significance of the land by the introduction of sympathetic alterations or 
additions to allow compatible uses (that is, uses that involve no changes to the 
cultural significance of the physical material of the area, or uses that involve 
changes that are substantially reversible or changes that require a minimum 
impact), 

(e) the preservation of the land, that is, the maintenance of the physical material of 
the land in its existing state and the retardation of deterioration of the land. 

(3) A reference in subsection (2) to land includes a reference to any buildings erected on 
the land. 

4.1.2 Park  

The core objectives for management of community land categorised as a park are: 

(a) to encourage, promote and facilitate recreational, cultural, social and educational 
pastimes and activities, and 

(b) to provide for passive recreational activities or pastimes and for the casual playing of 
games, and 

(c) to improve the land in such a way as to promote and facilitate its use to achieve the 
other core objectives for its management. 

4.1.3 Natural Area  

The core objectives for management of community land categorised as a natural area 
are: 

(a) to conserve biodiversity and maintain ecosystem function in respect of the land, or the 
feature or habitat in respect of which the land is categorised as a natural area, and 

(b) to maintain the land, or that feature or habitat, in its natural state and setting, and 

(c) to provide for the restoration and regeneration of the land, and 

(d) to provide for community use of and access to the land in such a manner as will 
minimise and mitigate any disturbance caused by human intrusion, and 

(e) to assist in and facilitate the implementation of any provisions restricting the use and 
management of the land that are set out in a recovery plan or threat abatement plan 
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prepared under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 or the Fisheries 
Management Act 1994. 

4.1.3.1 Natural Area Foreshore    

The legislated core objectives for foreshore category land are: 

(a) to maintain the foreshore as a transition area between the aquatic and the terrestrial 
environment, and to protect and enhance all functions associated with the 
foreshore’s role as a transition area, and 

(b) to facilitate the ecologically sustainable use of the foreshore, and to mitigate impact 
on the foreshore by community use. 

4.1.3.2 Natural Area Bushland  

The core objectives for management of community land categorised as bushland are: 

(a) to ensure the ongoing ecological viability of the land by protecting the ecological 
biodiversity and habitat values of the land, the flora and fauna (including 
invertebrates, fungi and micro-organisms) of the land and other ecological values of 
the land, and 

(b) to protect the aesthetic, heritage, recreational, educational and scientific values of 
the land, and 

(c) to promote the management of the land in a manner that protects and enhances the 
values and quality of the land and facilitates public enjoyment of the land, and to 
implement measures directed to minimising or mitigating any disturbance caused by 
human intrusion, and 

(d) to restore degraded bushland, and 

(e) to protect existing landforms such as natural drainage lines, watercourses and 
foreshores, and 

(f) to retain bushland in parcels of a size and configuration that will enable the existing 
plant and animal communities to survive in the long term, and 

(g) to protect bushland as a natural stabiliser of the soil surface. 

4.1.3.3 Natural Area Wetland    

The core objectives for management of community land categorised as wetland are: 



Plan of Management           29 
Trinity Point Foreshore Reserve 
N:\37429\37429(13)P\Admin\Reports\Planning\PoM Trinity Point Reserve Final.docx 
Adopted by Council on 22 August 2016 

(a) to protect the biodiversity and ecological values of wetlands, with particular reference 
to their hydrological environment (including water quality and water flow), and to the 
flora, fauna and habitat values of the wetlands, and 

(b) to restore and regenerate degraded wetlands, and 

(c) to facilitate community education in relation to wetlands, and the community use of 
wetlands, without compromising the ecological values of wetlands. 

4.1.3.4 Natural Area Escarpment  

The core objectives for management of community land categorised as an escarpment 
are: 

(a) to protect any important geological, geomorphological or scenic features of the 
escarpment, and 

(b) to facilitate safe community use and enjoyment of the escarpment. 

4.2 Management Units   

The reserve has been broken up into management units to accommodate appropriate 
levels of recreational use consistent with the allocated categories and statutory 
management objectives. Recreational areas and facilities should be concentrated in park 
category areas. Natural areas should be managed primarily for conservation values while 
allowing complementary public access. The whole of the reserve should be managed for 
cultural values.      

The various management units that comprise the reserve will each require specific 
management actions that reflect the attributes and circumstances of each unit. The 
management units are shown in Figure 6 and Figures 7 to 11.  

4.2.1 Management Unit - Area of Cultural Significance     

The whole of the reserve should be managed for cultural significance in accordance with 
the CHMP (Appendix 6) and the core objectives for areas of cultural significance (refer to 
Section 4.1.1).     

Additional Management Objectives for the Area of Cultural Significance       

• Management of the reserve is to comply with requirements of the CHMP.  
• Management of park areas will need to balance cultural and recreational values.     
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Scale and Intensity of Use   

As determined for management units A to E and as consistent with protection of cultural 
values.      

Permitted Development    

Works permitted under LMCC LEP 2014, ISEPP and SEPP Exempt and Complying 
development Codes where consistent with the statutory management objectives as 
applicable for management units A to E.    

4.2.2 Management Unit A - Wetlands 

This management unit area supports a range of wetland vegetation types including 
mangroves and saltmarsh. This area also is the natural destination for overland flow 
drainage from the adjoining catchment. The management unit is shown in Figure 7. 

 

Image 4: Saltmarsh and Mangroves in Management Unit A. 



Plan of Management           31 
Trinity Point Foreshore Reserve 
N:\37429\37429(13)P\Admin\Reports\Planning\PoM Trinity Point Reserve Final.docx 
Adopted by Council on 22 August 2016 

 
Figure 7: Wetlands Management Unit. 
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Statutory Management Objectives   

Natural Area - foreshore, wetland, bushland and Area of Cultural Significance.     

Additional Management Objectives for Unit A     

• Management in accordance with the Cultural Heritage Management Plan for the site;      

• Controlled public access; 

• Access to vegetated areas limited to protect mangroves and saltmarsh; and 

• Vegetation Management consistent with maintaining and improving conservation 
values.   

Scale and Intensity of Use   

Provision for public recreation limited to footpaths, viewing areas, or boardwalks and 
related signage for direction and interpretation.   

Such maintenance activity as required to manage essential sewerage and drainage 
services.       

Permitted Development        

Works as per Appendices 1 to 5 and as permitted under LMCC LEP 2014, ISEPP and SEPP 
Exempt and Complying development Codes but only where consistent with the 
management objectives for the unit.         

Licenced Activities   

As per Appendix 4. 
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4.2.3 Management Unit B - Marina Foreshore Park     

This unit can provide a local opportunity for community recreation including in association 
with the marina and the facilities provided by the adjoining tourist development. The area 
is not big enough to support extensive community facilities.   

The management unit is as shown in Figure 8.       

 

Image 5: Part of the area identified for Marina Foreshore Park. 

The remaining foreshore vegetation is an Endangered Ecological Community.    
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Figure 8: Marina Foreshore Park Management Unit. 
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Statutory Management Objectives   

Park and Area of Cultural Significance.   

Additional Management Objectives for Management Unit B     

•  Facilitate recreational use in association with the adjoining marina and tourism 
developments; and 

• Provide marina access consistent with established easements.       

Scale and Intensity of Use   

• Management in accordance with the Cultural Heritage Management Plan for the site; 

• Private Infrastructure use within easements; 

• Drainage works; 

• Low scale and low intensity recreational uses and facilities generally; 

• More intense use (e.g. events) on an occasional basis; 

• Vegetation Management where consistent with maintaining the area for recreational 
use and  protection  of   native vegetation; and 

• Foreshore works and enhancement to manage public use.    

Permitted Development        

Works permitted under LMCC LEP 2014, ISEPP and SEPP Exempt and Complying 
Development Codes where consistent with the statutory management objectives for the 
management unit and as determined by Appendices 1 to 5.    

Licenced Activities   

As per Appendix 4.    
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4.2.4 Management Unit C - Foreshore Bushland       

This unit supports a very narrow strip of foreshore trees and is mostly cleared. Foreshore 
access is limited by both vegetation and topography. Passive recreation could be 
enhanced by integration and sharing of facilities with adjoining development.       

A public walkway is proposed in and along the western boundary of this unit. The walkway 
will be provided under a condition of approval for the adjoining tourist development.     

This unit contains a number of significant Aboriginal sites and “The Grotto”. All are located 
at the southern end of the unit but are largely inaccessible because of the topography of 
Bluff Point.     

The management unit is as shown in Figure 9. 

 

Image 6: The Foreshore Bushland management unit looking north towards the Marina 
Foreshore Park Unit. 

Statutory Management Objectives   

Natural Area - foreshore, escarpment, bushland and Area of Cultural Significance.           
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Figure 9: Foreshore Bushland Management Unit. 
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Additional Management Objectives for Management Unit C    

• Management in accordance with the Cultural Heritage Management Plan for the site; 

• Controlled public assess; and 

• Manage for a mix of passive recreation and vegetation conservation. 

Scale and Intensity of Use   

• Management in accordance with the Cultural Heritage Management Plan for the site; 

• Low scale and low intensity passive recreational uses and facilities generally; and 

• Vegetation Management consistent with maintaining and improving conservation 
values.   

Permitted Development        

Works in accordance with Appendices 1 to 5 and where permitted under LMCC LEP 2014, 
ISEPP and SEPP Exempt and Complying development Codes and where consistent with 
the statutory management objectives for the management unit.    

Licenced Activities   

As per Appendix 4.    

4.2.5 Management Unit D – Baths and Bluff Point Park   

This area was used for recreation by former residents of the site. The area has good lake 
access with a baths structure established in the lake and on the boundary of the Reserve. 
This area will have direct public access from the adjoining Trinity Point Drive. The southerly 
aspect provides favourable recreational conditions in warmer summer weather.   

A number of cultural sites can be reached from within this management unit which may 
require specific protection / management measures due to increased recreational 
pressure. The Norfolk pines planted in this area are also of recognised cultural significance.    

The Sundial Garden is located on the bluff at the eastern end of the park management 
unit. This location also provides extensive views of the lake and distant shores.    

The origin of the Grotto is not known.  It may relate to occupation of the site by Bert Bailey 
a noted Australian thespian or it may relate to later occupation by the Little Sisters of Mary. 
Either potential origin is of local  historical significance.       
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Remaining  vegetation on the site includes an  Endangered  Ecological  Community. 

Establishment of some community recreation facilities is appropriate. Facilities should be 
provided consistent with low to moderate levels of local recreational use.      

The baths adjoining the management area may be restored. If so, access across the 
reserve may be required for use, construction and maintenance. 
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Figure 10: Baths Park and  Bluff  Point  Management Unit. 
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Provision will need to be made to accommodate drainage from the adjoining road. 
Drainage should be located so as to avoid discharge near the baths and minimise any 
interference with recreation and cultural values. 

The management unit is as shown in Figure 10. 

 

Image 7: The Baths Park area looking east and along the row of Norfolk Pines. 

Additional Management Objectives for Management Unit D.    

• Management in accordance with the Cultural Heritage Management Plan for the site; 

• Provide for access as necessary for management and use of the baths area;  

• Provision of facilities to support low to moderate intensity recreational use; and  

• Vegetation Management where consistent with maintaining recreational use and  
protection  of   native vegetation.   

Scale and Intensity of Use   

• Management in accordance with the Cultural Heritage Management Plan for the site; 
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• Low scale and low to moderate intensity recreational uses and facilities generally;  

• Such maintenance activity as required to manage essential sewerage and drainage 
services.      

• Foreshore works to manage and promote public use and access; and 

• Protect cultural sites.       

Permitted Development        

Works in accordance with Appendices 1 to 5 and as permitted under LMCC LEP 2014, 
ISEPP and SEPP Exempt and Complying Development Codes where consistent with the 
statutory management objectives for the management unit.    

Licenced Activities   

As per Appendix 4.   

4.2.6 Management Unit E - Bushland     

There is no ready public access to or along this management unit mostly due to 
topography. There is no public access link to the west outside the reserve.   

The land falls steeply to the waters edge with little opportunity for access to, or along, the 
foreshore.  Back from the foreshore the vegetation is mainly open bushland.    

There are potential safety public hazards associated with escarpment areas.   

There are recorded Aboriginal sites at the eastern end of this management unit.  

The management unit is as shown in Figure 11. 
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Image 8: Bushland in the western bushland management unit. 
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Figure 11: Bushland Management Unit. 
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Statutory Management Objectives   

Natural Area - foreshore, escarpment, bushland and Area of Cultural Significance.          

Additional Management Objectives for Management Unit E 

• Management in accordance with the Cultural Heritage Management Plan; 

• Provide only limited public access opportunities; and 

• Manage primarily for vegetation conservation. 

Scale and Intensity of Use   

• Management in accordance with the Cultural Heritage Management Plan for the site; 

• Low scale passive recreational use only; 

• No public facilities other than paths / tracks; and 

• Vegetation Management consistent with maintaining and improving bushland 
conservation values.   

Permitted Development        

Works in accordance with Appendices 1 to 5 and as permitted under LMCC LEP 2014, 
ISEPP and SEPP Exempt and Complying Development Codes where consistent with the 
statutory management objectives for the management unit.    

Licenced Activities   

As per Appendix 4.    

  

























 

Appendix 6 Cultural Heritage Management Plan   
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16002 BDAR Waiver – Trinity Point, Morisset Park  

Attachment 4 - Attachment 4 - Trinity Point tourist & hospitality consent (LMCC DA 
1731/2014) and accommodation consent (LMCC DA 496/2015) LMCC Stamped Plan 
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Attachment 5 - Trinity Point Extract from approved Concept Plan Footprint (MP 
06/0309/MOD 5) 
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Attachment 6 – Bluff Point Arborist Tree Assessment (Terras 2021) 
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Attachment 7 - Stamped Plan LMCC DA 1503/2014 
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Attachment 8 - Stamped Plan LMCC DA 1731/2014 
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Attachment 9 - Stamped Plan LMCC DA 496/2015 
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 Department of Planning and Environment 

4 Parramatta Square, 12 Darcy Street, Parramatta NSW 2150 | Locked Bag 5022, Parramatta NSW 2124 | dpe.nsw.gov.au | 

 

 
 
Mr Bryan Garland  
Chief Development Officer 
Johnson Property Group 
P.O. Box 288 
MORISSET NSW 2264 

Our ref:  SF21/114495 

Your ref: 16002 BDAR Waiver  

 

22 March 2022 

 

 

Dear Mr Garland, 

Subject: Request to waive requirement to prepare a Biodiversity Development 
Assessment Report 

I refer to correspondence prepared by MJD Environmental, dated 13 September 2021, seeking 

to waive the requirement to prepare a biodiversity development assessment report (BDAR) for a 

State significant development application for the Trinity Point Mixed Use Development (SSD-

27028161).  

Description of proposed development 
A mixed use tourist, hospitality and residential development comprising six buildings. 

Under section 7.9(2) of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (NSW) (BC Act): 

“Any such application is to be accompanied by a biodiversity development assessment report 

unless the Planning Agency Head and the Environment Agency Head determine that the 

proposed development is not likely to have any significant impact on the biodiversity values”.  

This letter is to confirm that the Secretary of the Department of Planning and Environment has 

determined that the proposed development as described above is not likely to have any significant 

impact on biodiversity values and that a BDAR is, therefore, not required to accompany any 

application for development consent for the proposed development.   

As Delegate of the Secretary, I have determined that the proposed development is not likely to 

have any significant impacts on biodiversity values (see determination attached, dated 22 March 

2022). Evidence that the Delegate of the Secretary within the Environment, Energy and Science 

Division (Director, Hunter Central Coast Branch) has made the determination is also attached 

(dated 1 March 2022).  

If there are any amendments to the proposed development so that it is no longer as described in 

Schedule 1 of the determination, you will need to a lodge a new request for a BDAR waiver 

determination, or a BDAR may need to be prepared.  

Should you have any further enquiries, please contact Emma Butcher, Planning and 
Assessment, at the Department on (02) 8289 6607. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Keiran Thomas 

Director 
Regional Assessments 
As delegate of the Secretary 

 









 

 

Determination under section 7.9(2) of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016  

I, Keiran Thomas, Director, Regional Assessments, Planning and Assessment, of the Department of 

Planning and Environment, under section 7.9(2) of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016, determine that 

the proposed development is not likely to have any significant impact on biodiversity values and, 

therefore, a Biodiversity Development Assessment Report is not required.  

 

Proposed development means the mixed use tourist, hospitality and residential development comprising 
six buildings and as detailed in the request for SEARs dated 27 August 2021.  If the proposed development 
changes so that it is no longer consistent with this description, a further waiver request is required. 
 

If you do not lodge the development application related to this determination for the proposed 

development within two years of the issue date of this determination, you must either, prepare a BDAR 

or, lodge a new request to have the BDAR requirement waived. 

 

 
 

 

 22/03/2022 

Director  Date 
Regional Assessments  
Planning and Assessment  
Department of Planning and Environment 
(as  delegate of the Secretary) 

 
 

 




